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By Dave Fishell

‘When the three brothers lef their
Orchard Mesa home that chilly morning

of Dec. 30, 1971, they hoped to uncover a

The mystery of the casket in the cave

of a little infant wrapped in layers of
white cotion and linen. Tha's when they

After her three sons returned and told

{ their tale, Barbara called the Mesa
County Sheriff's Department. lwn cars
and dozens of people res to the
call and accompanied Jay, ScmL "hodd

and Barbara back to the burial spot. The
coffin and its contents were turned over
o the county coroner, who later decided
tie iy inant g ind peoay died

uring birth. Experts at Martin's

the wor as
clue to Ihn baricd the luby, when or

" onths passed. While the coffin
remained at Martin's, local lmhrtrilies
and the Grandbouche fa

m Indian arrowheads. Someone. would come. forward wih
nstead, they uncovered a 60-year-old  information about the baby.
nwmrymll unsolved. Noone did.
‘The 1971 Christmas

vacation was coming to a close for Jay,
Scott and Tod Grandbouche. And
‘according to their mother Barbara

‘were driving me crazy around thel Imum
So1 told them t tside and

the baby needed another resting place.
Barbara and her husband George, along
with several freinds, paid for a small
burial plot in the Orchard Mesa
Cemetery.

walk or something.” The brothers ok
their mom's advice. They bundled up
and grabbed some food. Then they
stared biking seross e baren deset

Gunnison River a short
ianesweit of the Grandbouche boms
0n29% Road.

‘About noon, the boys walked over to a
litle liffside opening (called a cave by
some) to eat lunch. The opening was
nothing more than a small hollowed out
area carved into the cliff by wind and
water. The boys had poked around in the
opeting befue, bt tey had never

found anything of note. This trip,
however, would et

o e, camully basging  uck on
the opening, who first
T T
smiy o ks o it off e loor,
the boys discovered a large fls
After they Lt ok ot he ot
the boys uncovered a w . Wi
visions of buried treasure and missing

attractive stone inscribed with the words
“Our Darling” The second burial took
vlacein My, 072

teen years have passed since the
Rl discovery. The Grandbouche
e Rl S e S
of their own. Yet Barbara stil w
why someone would bury and o]
their infant daughter in such an isolated

pot.
icbellivalclmoscer{ it
passing through,” said Barbara.
momrm..mrmnudnmmm
travel on and leave your baby behind.
And I keep hoping that maybe someday
we'll learn who the baby is, and what
actually happened.

n the meantime, Barbara, and other

ne Grand Juncion resdents who hlw the
story of

m the cave, still
leave flowers at the grave of “Our
Darli

(Dave Fishell is a well-known Grand
Junction author and historian.)

six hands eagerly ripped open the
stoutly-built container. lnaide the plain
wwdboxvnlnod shaped box pale
white i A tiny silver plaque
fnlenedtumz mpnme second box was
inseribed with the words “Our Darling”
“They opened he Barbara.
“And ther was the mummified remains
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first in a series of Dave
Fanll et wi appear from
time o tine in T Entetainer. Fihell
is a well known authority on
Colorado history whosestori
articles, as well as nenum
appearances and guided tours, have
found a receptive audience.

OUR DARLING
FOUND IN CAVE
S.W. OF WHITEWATER
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