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SOCIETY ESTABLISHED 1980
MEMBERSHIP YEAR MARCH 1 TO MARCH 1
ANNUAL DUES: $10.00 SINGLE, $12.00 FAMILY
MEETINGS: SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH - 7:00 P.M.
HELD: MUSEUM OF WESTERN COLORADO, 4th & UTE

1993 QFFICERS

President Norm Kronvall L]
Vice President Gloria Heitsman L]
Recording Sec'y Sue Martinez L)
Treasurer Laveta Kay L]
Correspondenc Sec'y Wynona Hennessey L]
ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS
1 year term Donna Roberts [ ]
2 year term Mary Kronvall L]
3 year term Bertie Albers L]
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Historian JoLea Plumlee L)
Program Dennis Jenkins L]
Publicity Bertie Albers L]
Editor
Librarian Dorothy Inscho L]
calling Mary Kronvall L]

QUARTERLY PUBLISHED

Mar, Jun, Sep, & Dec

All Due are due in March. Those with delinquent dues (after Apr 30)
will not receive issues of the newsletter.
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DUES DUES DUES DUES
ALL DUES FOR MEMBERSHIP ARE DUE IN MARCH

Our fiscal year runs from March 1 to March 1 therefore ALL dues are
due now. If yvou joined during the year, you should have received all
four (4) issues of the newsletter. The newsletter is the biggest
expense of the Society and we cannot afford to provide a newsletter
to those whose dues are not paid for the current year. Those with
delinquent dues (after April 30, 1993) will not received the
newsletter. Please pay your dues now!!

A NOTE FROM THE INCOMING PRESIDENT

When I was asked if I would consider being President of the Mesa
County Genealogical Society, I felt that I did not have enough
knowledge of genealogy. After thinking back on the years I have
belonged to the society, I realized that a great amount of knowledge
and cooperation has been demonstrated by its many members. I realize
now that I can call on the members for help and advice. The
cooperation of several other organizations in the valley has helped
make the society a success. I am loocking forward to another vyear of
fun and informative programs.

Norm Kronvall

A NOTE FROM THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT

A new year, a new President - the changing of the guard once again. I
would like to say how much I have enjoyed working with each and every
one of you. We have a good organization and without your help I never
could have made it through the year. Our new President, Norm Kronwvall
will do a great job. Lets support him in all the Scocieties
endeavors. Thanks again for all your help.

Wynona

WANTED

Anyone interested in being the editor or just helping put together
the Mesa Dweller, please contact Norm Kronvall (F) or Wynona
Hennessey (I - Yc can always use items of interest, short
family histories, and queries. This is your newsletter and we need
your input. Please help to make the newsletter even better.
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DON'T FORGET

Refreshments Obituaries

Apr - Bertie Albers Apr - Betty Daugherty
May - Pat Blackburn, Liz Mustee May - Debbie Jacobson
Jun - Virginia Duling Jun - (no one yet !!!)
Jul - Betty Ann Morse Jul - Pat Wassum

Aug - Picnic Aug - Jo Plumlee

For the information of those providing refreshments: the bags that
contain the cups, napkins, sugar, tea and coffee and the pot to heat
water should be picked up at the meeting prior to your month. If you
are unable to attend that meeting, make arrangements with someone who
1s going to get the bags. Make sure there are plenty of cups and
napkins, tea and coffee. If we are low on any item, please go ahead
and buy what is needed. Bring the receipt to the treasurer and you
will be reimbursed.

For those typing the obituaries: if you have any questions, contact
Dorothy Inscho () or Sue Martinez () - Keer track of
the time it takes to type these cards since this time goes towards
the volunteer time of the society at the library. Please alphabetize
the cards and either bring them to a meeting or placed them in the
"A" drawer of the Obituary File at the Library.

LIONS CLUB CAKES

Thank vou to everyone that baked cakes for the Lions Club Carniwval.
We had a total of 35 cakes this year. A HUGH thank you to Phyllis
George for letting us bring the cakes to the Ancestor Shop. She also
delivered all 35 cakes to the convention center. Thank vou for a job
well done.

FAMILY HISTORY FAIR

Many people came to the Family History Fair on February 20, 1993. We
want to thank the LDS Church for asking us to take part in this fair
and to all the people who gave up part of their Saturday to work our
table. We met a lot of nice people, answered (or tried to) many
guestions and handed out membership application. There were many
activities to do, like learning how to put pictures on tee shirts,
taking care of old photographs and listening to the two speakers. It
was a long day but a very informative one.

If you find "D.S.P." or "orbin =sine prole" on your ancestor's
tombstone, you have a real problem. It is Latin for "died without
issue".
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The following changes to the By-Laws were proposed at the January
1993 meeting and the general membership approved these changes at the
February 1993 meeting.

Article VIII - Board of Directors
Section C - Meeting

Currently reads:

Meetings shall be held no later than one week prior to the
general membership meeting.

Approved change:

Meetings shall be held in February, May, August, and November,
no later than one week prior to the general membership meeting,
unless deem necessary.

ARTICLE IX - Dissolution of Society
Currently reads:

In the event of the dissolution of this organization, all
saleable assets shall be converted to cash. The monies of the
Society shall be used to purchase genealogical materials for local
libraries and other education institutions that qualify, at that time
as an exempt organization under Section 501 (c¢) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. (Amended 13 Oct 1983)

Approved change:

In the event of the dissclution of this organization, all assets
of the Society shall be donated to The Museum of Western Colorado.

FINDING MAIDEN NAMES

A pre 19th century tradition had the father of the bride cover the
loan or carried the note for his son-in-law, as part of the
daughter's dowry. Be sure to check mortgage records to see who the
young couple is making payments to. Eighty per cent of the time it
will be the bride's father. (from Old Fort Gen. Society, Oct 1992)
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TOWNS IN MESA COUNTY
CLIFTON

Clifton, named for its nearness to the Bookcliffs, was
apparently assigned that name by railroad survey crews as early as
1882, but the railroad did not arrive from the east until 1890.

It was not until 1900 that the name appeared in conjunction with
a post office and general store; Judge A. G. Mann was postmaster. In
1902 the Fruit Growers Association built a packing shed near the
siding because there were enough orchards in the area for the
railroad to provide a freight stop. The townsite was platted in
1905, it has not vet been incorporated.

There were 10,000 acres in fruit in the first decades of the
century, with Cross Orchards the largest operation in that area.
However, coddling moth infestation and seepage destroyed apple and
pear orchards in the 1920's. Orchards were later replanted. Apples
and pears continue to be the important revenue producers, but
cherries have also been grown extensively as a cash crop. Many
orchards have disappeared during the past two decades, as the area
has been heavily subdivided for residential development.

Fruitvale, west of Clifton, was a community centered around its
schools, including a senior high. A fruit loading platform and
packing shed near 30 and E Roads employed local residents near
harvest. The Ancient Order of Fools, a community club begun during
the 1930s Depression, helped people over the hard times with
laughter.

The Clifton Rural Fire Protection District organized in 1943,
replacing the earlier Clifton Fire Department. The District built a
new fire station in 1973, it also has a volunteer Rescue Squad, a
feature of many Mesa County Towns. '

(reprinted with permission of the Museum o Western Colorado. From the
book: Mesa County Colorado A 100 Year History 1883-1983.)

CAMEO

Cameo is named for a stone face formation in a cliff overlooking
the area. Originally a coal mining town, it was founded in 1907 when
John McNeil of Grand Junction Fuel and Mining Company opened the
mine. Longtime county residents recall the "horrible, dangerous
suspension bridge" that linked Cameo to the highway.

Cameo also served as headquarters for the men building the
roller dam for the Highline Canal in 1912. 1In 1957 Public Service of
Colorado opened a new steam generating plant at Camec. The 6.5
million dollar plant is a 44,000-kilowatt unit doubling area
capacity.

The Roadside Mine coal mine has been operated by Powderhorn Coal
Company since 1982.

(reprinted with permission of the Museum of Western Colorado. from
the book: Mesa County Colorado A 100 year History 1883-1983.)
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BRIDGEPORT

Bridgeport, first known as Arlington, is located some 20 miles
southeast of Grand Junction on the Mesa-Delta County line. It was
initially a stop on the Gunnison Division of the Denver and Rio
Grande Railroad, and later the site of a 370-acre apple orchard, one
of the most extensive in Mesa County, established in the 1890's by
Fred and Avery Burford. The orchard was bought by John Moore in 1903,
and acquired by his son Frank and cousin George Emerson around 1926.
The orchard was then replanted to peaches. It was later acquired by
the Biggs-Kurtz interests when it was traded for a cattle ranch.

In 1964 Bridgeport became part of the Musser familyv holdings
which include much of adjacent Dominguez Canyeon. The one-lane
Bridgeport bridge currently provides the most accessible entrance to
the highly popular and scenic Dominguez Canvon Wildness Study Area,
managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

WHITEWATER

Settlers arrived in Whitewater in 1881. 1In the early 1880's
Whitewater was reported to be larger than Grand Junction, boasting a
hotel, blacksmith shop, railroad and telegraph station, two eating
places, stores, a dance hall, stockyards, and a ferry across the
Gunnison River. The post office, established in October 1884, was in
various homes and stores until the present building was constructed
in 1963-64. For many years, it was in the Mahannah store, owned by
G.W. Peugh after 1924.

Carolyn Edwards homesteaded where the town is now situated. She
subdivided her land and donated lots with the provision the town
remain "dry". About 1905, one man decided to challenge this and set
up a saloon without taking into account the women of Whitewater. They
gathered and descended upon his place of business, but, fortunately,
he was not there. They broke up his stock and let it be known that
tar and feathers awaited him if he returned.

A. Mr. Guston reportedly built the hotel, which Eli Mahannah
later purchased in 1884. The telephone switchboard was later located
in Mahannah's hotel, and the young women who managed it lived in a
room next to the switchboard so they could answer anytime someone
rang.

Ranching was the major industry. Cattlemen began ranches as
headquarters and bases for wintering cows. Whitewater once had large
stockyards and Unaweep ranchers ferried cattle across the often
dangerous Gunnison River. .

Orchards were prominent for a short time with those of R. W.
Shropshire, J.R. Penniston, and William H. Coffman especially well
known. Some of the first prizes won by Mesa County orchardists were
awarded to fruit grown in Whitewater orchards. Eventually, the trees
were lost to poor ground and alkali seepage.

Most residents now work in Grand Junction.

(reprinted with permission from The Museum of Western Colorado. from
the book, Mesa County Colorado A 100 Year History 1883-1983)

- g5 -
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
INVITATION

You are invited to open installation, uncrowning and crowning for
Colorado Monument Court No. 11 Order of Amaran (Masons) for Wynona
Hennessey - Royal Matron Elect and Larry Hennessey - Roval Patron
Elect on March 30, 1993 at 7:30 P.M. 2400 Consistory Court (Masonic
Temple)

BOOKS FOR SALE

18981 and 1992 issues of The Genealogical Helper were donated to the
Society. We are selling them for $2.50 each. Contact Phyllis George
at the Ancestor Shop if you are interested.

We also have issues of The Genealogical Helper 1970-1987. These are
$.50 each. If these issues are not sold by the end of March, they
will be destroved. 1If you are interested, contact Sue Martinez
(241-6945) .

NORWEGIAN RESEARCH

The Vesterheim Genealogical Center is a division of Verterheim, the
Norwegian-American Museum in Decorah, Iowa. A staff of six, including
Gerhard Naeseth and associate director Hedberg search library and
archive collections, serving as a clearing house for "solution of
problems", channel inguiries between Norway and the United States,
compile bibliographies, collect family histories and assemble
records. Vesterheim does not "do" family histories, but it provides
help, for a fee. A user must be a member of the Verterhiem museum and
the Vesterheim center, for $16 total, and record searches can cost $8
an hour or more. Letters with membership guestions should be sent to
the Norwegian-American Museum, 502 W. Water sSt. Decorah, Iowa.
Genealogical letters can be sent to the VGS, 415 W. Main St. Madison
Wis 53703. Naeseth said the center is always on the lookout for
copies of Norwegian immigrant family histories or related
publications.

(the above was taken from an article given to us by Wanda Dodson. It
is to long to reprint in the Mesa Dweller, it will be put in our
files at the Ancestor Shop. Contact the Ancestor Shop if you are
interested in reading the entire article. It was taken from the
Wisconsin State Journal, 20 Dec 1882). Thank you Wanda for submitting
the article.

The following pages are from R.L. Polk & Co's Grand Junction City and
Mesa County Directory 1907. This is continued from the 1991 issues of
the Me=a Dweller.
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SAMUEL Q. MeMULLIN, Pres.

REAL ESTATE. LOANS

The Home Loan & Investment Co.

AND INSURANCE.

CRAND JUNCTION.

357 MAIN ST.
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SAMUEL Q. MoMULLIN, Pres.

The Home Loan & Investment Co. REAL ESTATE. LOANS

AND INSURANCE.

GRAND JUNCTION.

357 MAIN ST.
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