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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The holiday season is here once again and I would like to extend
my holiday greetings to each of you. I am looking forward to our
annual Christmas party so I can extend my greetings in person.

Mark vour calendars for February 19, 1994, which is the date of
the annual "Family History Fair" at the LDS Church - Grand Junction
Stake. We will again have a table for the Society. Be thinking
about taking part in manning the table. We will have a sign-up sheet
at the January meeting.

The Mesa County Public Library has informed us that they will be
putting on their computer system some of the information from the
obituary cards that have been prepared by our members. This project
is still on going and has taken several years to compile. We have
been promised that these cards will not be destroyed but turned over
to the Museum of Western Colorado.

Now for a little trivia for those of you that have a love\hate
relationship with microfilm: The Library of Congress has been
microfilming books since 1928. Until next time.

Norm

CHRISTMAS PARTY CHRISTMAS PARTY CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Christmas party will be held at the Museum of Western
Colorado on December 9 at 6:00 p.m. We are going to hold a pot luck
dinner. Bring your favorite dish and yvour own service (plate,
silverware, cup). There will be games, prizes and lots of fun. 1If
vyou would like, dress as vour favorite character in history and tell
a little about that person. Please come and join us. We always have
a dgreat time and would like to see yvou there. Remember December 9 at
6:00 pomi

REFRESHMENTS

January - Dorothy O'Dwyer

February - Laveta Kay

March - Eva Mackey

April - Pat Blackburn & Liz Mustee

For the information of those providing refreshments: the bag that
centain the cups, napkins, sugar, tea and coffee should be picked up

at the meeting prior to your month. 1If you are unable to attend that
meeting, make arrangements with someone who is going to get the bag.
Make sure there are plenty of cups and napkins, tea and coffee. TIf

we are low on any item, please go ahead and buy what is needed. Bring
the receipt to the treasurer and you will be reimbursed.

el =
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TIDBITS

PASSPORT RECORDS

To request passport records for genealogical information prior to
1826, write a notarized request providing the subject's name, date
and place of birth, and an approximate time he would have traveled or
applied for a passport. The fee i1s $8.00 for each subject searched
(pavyable to Dept of State). If born after 1900, they require
evidence of death (obituary or death certificate).
Source: Passport Service, U.S. Dept of State, Washington, DC 15020.
{copied from Scotland County CGen. Society, Vol 7
#4 by way of Tangled Roots, St.Charles County MO Newsletter Vol 18, #
2.)

ELMIRA PRISON CAMP

The Chemung County Historical Society, 415 E. Water Street, Elmira,
NY 14901, has a list of the 2,963 Confederate prisoners who died at
the Elmira Prison Camp, 1864-1865. For a SASE, they will check the
list for your ancestor's name, and if found, send a photocopy of the
listing. Information included is: grave number, name, rank, Company,
Regiment\Battalion, state and date of death.

The camp opened July 6, 1864 when 399 Confederate prisoners arrived
iis Elmira on the Erie Railroad. In all, 12,123 prisoners resided in
the camp. Death claimed 2,963 of these men. Pneumonia, malnutrition,
malaria were the leading causes of death. The Confederate were buried
in Woodlawn Cemetery, one mile north of this site.

(copied from Secotland County Gen Society,Vol 7 #4 by way of Bluegrass
Roots, Fall 1987. PP 99 Original Source: Souvenir Program, Elmira
Civil War Monument Dedication, 25 Aug 1985, Via T.W.G.S. Newsletter,
Thousand Oaks, CA).

FRENCH CANADIAN RESEARCH HELP

The Institut de Recherches les Sources du Passe Enr. can provide
on-the-spot research into such printed sources as vital, church, and
census records. Their fees are very reasonable and despite the French
name, the services are provided in English. For information about
regearch services, fees, and details about research procedure, send
an SASE to Mr. Jean Price at the Institute, BP 1293, Trois-Rivieres,
Quebec GY9A Canada. The telephone number is (819 369-5658, and may be
dialed directly.
(Scurce: SAA taken from Foothills CGenealogical Society Newsletter
# 47 RAug\Sep\Oct 1993). .

IOWA TOMBSTONES

Many JIowa tombstones were carved from sandstone which, over the
years, eroded and\or crumbled. But during the thirties, the WPA made
a survey of Towa cemeteries. For information, write State Historical
Society of Iowa, Capital Complex, Des Moines,; IA 50319. Be sure to
give the name of the county where the cemetery is located.
(From Colo Council of Gen Soc Newsletter via Aurora Genealogical
Society Newsletter Vol XII # 4 Sep-Oct 1993).

=D
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GRAND JUNCTION'S FIRST CHRISTMAS TREE
DECEMBER 1882
by Edwin Price

To those early pioneer settlers of Grand Junction and the Grand
Valley, that first Christmas tree and the exercises that accompanied
it were a great success. Everybody lent a helping hand and
contributed freely in a financial way. Among the most liberal givers
were the saloon men, many of whom attended. In fact the saloons were
our principal business houses and were kept by men of good
reputation, some who in that early day could find no other occcupation
at which to earn a living. The saloon was the common meeting place
and the club house of the community. When solicited, the proprietors
contributed freely to every worthy cause. I say this in justice to
them, because I solicited funds from them, and their contributions
made it possible for us to give the children needed gifts and make
this first Christmas occasion a success.

There was no regular church organization at that time and all
Christian people united in services held by the Rev. Whitcher, an
aged and retired preacher of the Methodist Church, South. I was
elected Sunday school superintendent and Mrs. Price was the organist.

M. ©. Wwhitehead volunteered to go up on Pinon mesa for the
Christmas tree. We had had an open winter up to that time, and it was
necessary for him to ford the Colorado river in order to reach the
pine forest near the saw mill which had been set up late that fall by
Innes & Hobbs. At that time of the year the river was at its lowest
ebb and the crossing was not dangerous. The ford, I think was about
where the Main Street bridge now stands or perhaps a little east of
it. With the help of Will Smith and I think another wvolunteer, I
believe the round trip was made in a day. They brought back two very
beautiful trees, one of them 14 feet in height, which just reached to
the ceiling of the dining room. The Crawford hotel had just been
completed and this Christmas-tree celebration was the first affair to
occupy the dining hall. It stood opposite the Mesa County Bank
building, now oeccupied by the United States Bank of Grand Junction.
It was the only place in which it could have been held.Mr. Dean, no
doubt has a number of old photos of the building.

We sent to Denver for the trimmings and got the wvery best on the
market. Mrs. Price and Mrs. Connelly (mother of Wm G Connelly one of
our first county judges and who happened to be there visiting her
son, M. 0. Whitehead and myself spent a good many hours putting the
trimmings on the tree. And then came the presents for the children
and older folk. I think that all of us enjoved the work we put upon
that tree more than anything we had ever done before of that kind.

Well, when we got through, it seemed to us that it was the very
finest Christmas tree that we had ever seen. Everybody was tickled
over our work, as much as we were ourselves. With all vour modern
electrical =gquipment for trimming tree, I have never seen one that
would surpass that tree. Then with all those presents on it, it was a
treasure tree of golden fruit. It is a happy memory to this day.

Mrs. Price and some other ladies spent two weeks training the
children for the exercises. Among the children we remember the Gordon
gisters, Rosa and Rachael, Edward and George Gordon, Grace and Frank

B
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Steele, Carrie and Hattie Green and their brothers, Charles and
James, Jennie and Henrv Davis, Mary Hull, Lillie Hall, the Lapham
sisters and brother, the Voorhees children, the Rev Hutchinson's
family that had just moved in also some others whose names I cannot
remember - some thirty or more children in all. We did not find a
Santa Claus (a sad mistake), because we forgot to get the "whiskers".

No doubt many of those children, now ranging along about 55 and 60
vears of age, are still living in or near the city of Grand Junction
or in the Grand Valley and can remember that Christmas tree, and this
story may help them to repeat some of the memories long forgotten to
their own families and the grand children. To me it is a pleasure to
recall the happy memories of my childhood and youth. It helps me to
keep my spirit of vouthful desire and a love for the children of
today who are free from care and are now romping and happy as they
face the future.

Another party was held that night at the Randall house, It was a
dance and a supper. It was well attended toco and those taking part
were as happy as if they were dancing in one of the well appointed
ball rooms of the Brown Palace hotel in Denver. This was the pioneer
spirit, and it went a long way toward softening the hardships and
privations of uncomfortable surroundings.

The hotels had just been rushed to completion after arrival of the
first freight train to cross the Colorado River railrocad bridge on
November 21, 1882 carrving lumber and supplies. (Mrs. Price came in
on that train after spending two days in Delta with the family who
kept the railroad section house waiting for the completion of the
bridge across the Colorado). There was great need for the hotels as
visitors were arriving daily. Grand Junction was growing and making
progress.

J. Armitage Hall, our wvillage shoemaker, organized and conducted
the first Sunday school in July 1882. He also kept a daily dairy of
the arrivals, doings and happenings or events of the years 1882 and
1883. He arrived from Gunnison in the spring of 1882 and was quite
familiar with the train of happenings that attended the opening of
the reservation. His records furnished the data from which was
printed the first history of Mesa county, edited and published by
Charles W. Haskell in 1886. Hall was drowned in crossing the Gunnison
river near the Rubideaux Creek bridge in 1887 or 1888 on his return
from a trip to Gunnison.

(the article above was taken from The Daily Sentinel, December 16,
1934, » §)

LOOKING FOR 'OLD COUNTRY ORIGINS'?

If you know the name of the town where your ancestor lived,
contact Rand McNally's Archivist Phil Forrestal, P.0O. Box 7600,
Chicago, IL 60680 or call (312) 673-9100, who will locate the town
for vou.

(from Foothills Gen Soc Newsletter # 47 Aug\Sep\Oct 1993 via the
Rurora Gen Scc Newsletter, May-June 1993).
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