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‘Want to see your name in
print? Submissions welcomed
and will be used eventually.
The Editor

As a math professor, [ am always
asked what mathematics has to do
with genealogy. Plenty. Besides my
personal favorite of land platting,
the analytical and logical skills one
gains from mathematics come in
extremely handy when solving ge-
nealogical problems. This week we
look at one mathematician's frame-
work for handling problems and see
how it can relate to family history
problems as well.

George Polya was a Hungarian bormn
mathematician who advocated the
use of a general problem solving
strategy. While his work was fo-
cused on mathematical dilemmas,
family historians can benefit from
applying this same strategy as well.
When you have no strategy, the
brick walls rarely come tumbling
down.

Polya's strategy had four basic
steps:

* Understanding the Problem
* Devising a Plan

* Carrying out the Plan

* Looking Back

This week we will look at these
steps one by one.

Understanding the Problem
Understanding the problem is not
as simple as it sounds, but it is an
excellent place to start. I have
always believed this stage to be
the most important in the entire
problem-solving process. Gener-
ally the problem should be spe-
cifically stated and purposely fo-
cused, such as:

* What was Noentje Ufkes'

Toward the beginning of last
century the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR)
worked with members to tran-
scribe previously unpublished
records of genealogical value
to assist “state genealogists,
potential members and the
public.” Almost a century and
17,000 typescripts of records
later, these books , known as
the Genealogical Records

Committee Reports, repre-

sent a large and unique seg-

ment of the collection of

the DAR Library in Wash-

ington, D.C., where the en-

tire national collection is
located.

A grassroots project that
began a few years ago has
just come online, DAR
members from around the

(Continued on page 8)

! maiden name?

* When were James Ram-
pley and Elizabeth Chaney
married?

* Where is Samuel Neill
enumerated in the 1880 cen-
sus?

* How did Thomas Gallo-
way acquire his property in
Baltimore County, Maryland?

Well-defined problems should
focus on a person, a place, and
an gvent.

Then there are problems such
as:

* I want to know all I can
about Noentje.

* T want to completely re-
search Jarnes and Elizabeth
this afternoon. Z

(Continuved on page 3)
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IRISH TOWNLAND MAPS

This next notion only applies for those of us with Irish roots, but since i

that's a healthy number, I think its fair game. Highly detailed and gently .

colored townland maps, copies of the First Edition six-inch scale Ord- : OCtObB’ 2005
nance Survey maps of Ireland, surveyed between 1829 and 1843, are SUN MoN TuE WED THU
available at the website aptly titled Itish Townland Maps (http:/www. ;
pasthomes.com).

Michael Neill's topic "Organizing by Place" included a good suggestion
as far as mapping the family's movements. I had finished doing this just
before reading the tip, My family had moved around Brooklyn, N.Y.,
and | took the addresses from notes on where they lived. Using
MapQuest.com, | entered cach address and got a localized map. The map
gave me a new perspective on how close the neighborhoods were to each
other. They had moved, but not very far. | now have a better understand-
ing of my ancestor's neighborhoods--not just the idea of "somewhere in
Brooklyn." Marty
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These problems are not specific. The state-
ments are too vague and either unrealistic or
need to be broken down into smaller, more
manageable pieces. Learning “everything”
about one family or couple may be possible
over the long term; rarely is it possible in an
afternoon. One or two records will not reveal
a relative's “whole story.” Information
gleaned from records must be accurately m-
terwoven with about the history, culture, and
lifestyle of the area and era in which the per-
son lived. This takes time. Most successful
researchers begin with a specific goal.

Understanding the problem is more than sim-
ply stating the research goal precisely. There
are many things that should be learned about
if the researcher is not already familiar with
them. These items include:

* The records (both public and private)
that were created during the time period un-
der study.

* The culture in which the person or per-
sons lived.

* The socioeconomic status of the indi-
viduals under study.

* Groups that the problem person was as-
sociated with (Ethnic, religious, etc.).

* The methodology appropriate for the
time period, region, and individuals under
study.

* Words from the native language neces-
sary to perform research in foreign language
records.

One place to start learning about the records
applicable to any problem is to read the Fam-
ily History Library's research guide (www.
familysearch.org) to the areas under study.
Those researching problems in the United
States can also refer to the appropriate sec-
tion of Red Book (published by Ancestry) for
information on Iocal and state records. Both
the Red Book and the Family History Library
research guides contain references to addi-
tional reference materials, including foreign
language word lists where appropriate.

Local and regional histories are also sug-
gested reading material for additional back-
ground information. Even “non-genealogy™

books may provide a background
i not gained elsewhere. Historical
studies, dissertations, and papers
published in academic journals
may provide entirely new insight into
your ancestors and their problems,
positively impacting your research, As
an example, Prairie Patrimony (Sonya
Salamon, University of North Carolina
Press, 1995) discusses agricultural in-
heritance patterns in the upper Mid-
west. It confirmed things I had already
surmised from personal experience and
in researching many families from one
of the ethnic groups discussed in the
book, Salamon also helped to explain
things I did not quite understand and
confirmed trends I had noticed. The
more you know, the better prepared
you will be to solve your problem. Ma-
terial written by a non-genealogist oc-
casionally brings a fresh perspective.

If your problem invelves the interpreta-
tion of a document, make certain you
understand the language and the termi-
nology being used during the time pe-
riod. Sometimes completely typing a
document or even reading it out loud
will cause you to notice a detail or an
interpretation that had been over-
looked. It may be necessary to have
someone else look at the document
with a fresh, unbiased perspective.

Learning about the methodology ap-
propriate for the area is crucial. One
way to do this 1s to read journal articles
for the area under study. If a subscrip-
tion is out of the question, determine if
any nearby libraries subscribe to ge-
nealogical journals applicable to your
area of interest, Many will contain case
studies where other family problems
have been solved. The National Genea-
logical Society Quarterly and the
American Genealogist are two national
magazines that contain excellent well-
wriften case studies. There are a variety
of state publications as well, usually
published by a state genealogical soci-
ety. There are also a variety of publica-
tions focusing on various ethnic
groups, which usually present their
own unique problems.

Devising a Plan

Planning usually involves determining
what records are most likely to provide
the desired information. In other situa-
tions, it will be necessary to analyze a
series of documents to see if a generally
consistent conclusion is indicated. This
is why learning about the records is ex-
tremely important, especially when re-
searching in a “new” state. What was
true about records in Illinois in 1880 is
not necessarily true about records in Vir-
ginia in 1780. Of course, the plan should
always be to locate as many records as
possible given that one individual record
may be incorrect or inconclusive.

The plan may be simple or complex, de-
pending upon the situation, but it should
be fairly specific:

* Order a marriage index from the
Farnily History Library.

* Write a letter to the church secre-
tary.

* Search for the family in the census.

* Hire a researcher.

Writing down your plan is also neces-
sary so that research efforts can be
tracked. Polya suggested math students
look at similar problems. Genealogical
educators would suggest looking at case
studies written about similar families in
the same area and time period. What
helped one person solve their problem
may help you solve yours.

Carrying Out the Plan

This is the easiest part of the plan. Do it.
And track it. You do not want to do the
same thing again (unless you realize
your previous attempt was flawed, util-
ized an incomplete database, etc.)

Looking Back

Occasionally the plan will succeed. The
record will be located. The question will
be answered. Of course, getting one an-
swer to a genealogy question usually
means that there are more unanswered
questions. And so we go back to step
one.

And when our question is not answered,

we also return to step one. Perhaps there
(Continued on page 4)
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I just love the Census. The varied mate-
nial and data that you can glean and
pull from these set of “facts™ can add
so much and answer so many questions
that we have regarding the life and
times of our ancestors. The Census
must also be scrutinized very carefully
and can sometimes be like a treasure

Solving Problems

(Continued from page 3)

was something we overlooked, a record
we did not understand, an assumption we
should not have made, a term we misin-
terpreted, a name we overlooked, a spell-
ing we did not consider.

Next week we will take a look at some
genealogy problems viewed through this
set of steps. There are other ways to or-
ganize and solve genealopgy problems to
be certain. Failing to organize your re-
search can easily add to your confusion
and may even create brick walls where
none existed.

Michael John Neill is the Course I Coor-
dinator at the Genealogical Institute of
Mid America (GIMA) held annually in
Springfield, Illinois, and is also on the
faculty of Carl Sandburg College in
Galesburg, Illinois. Michael is currently a
member of the board of the Federation of
Genealogical Societies (FGS) www.fgs.
org. He conducts seminars and lectures
nationally on a wide variety of genea-
logical and computer topics and contrib-
utes to several genealogical publications,
including Ancestry Magazine and Genea-
logical Computing. You can e-mail him
at mjnrootdig@myfamily.com or visit his
website at www.rootdig.com, but he re-
grets that he is unable to assist with per-
sonal research.

Copyright 2005, MyFamily.com.

map with clues scattered throughout that

must be deciphered with skill reflective of
any good treasure hunter.

One of my grandmothers remarried, 1
knew who she married and I knew when.
I knew that they moved from Kentucky to
Indiana, and | found her and her new hus-
band in the Census, but I could not find
the son by his surname (Tarvin) in that
Census. Jumping up ten years found him
in the same Indiana county living four
residences down from his future wife.
Why when 1 did a search could I not find
him in the 1860 Census? Because the
census taker changed his last name from
Tarvin to Sleeth. The only time he proba-
bly ever went by Sleeth in his entire life.
Same family now trying to find earlier
reference to the stepfather, Oh look, at the
age of eleven he and his brother Frank
were marked as female rather than male.
Now that is a sex change the easy way.
His parents with the stroke of a pen went
from parents of two sons and three
daughters to the proud parents of five
daughters. And of course for the sake of
accuracy it was transcribed just exactly
that way.

Other name changes, how about this one?
I was doing the typical find the death date
by doing searches in the Census? You
know the, is he in the 1870 Census, yes.
Is he in the 1880, yes. 15 he in the 1890,
no. Then he must of died between 1880
and 1890, right ....... no he underwent a
name change. For some reason the Cen-
sus taker listed the family he was living
with (his eldest son) the normal way, last
name, first name, until he came to the
grandfather, then the father of the head of
household was listed first name, last
name, so now my ancestor instead of be-
ing in the Census as William Sheldon is
listed as Sheldon William. Ain’t the Cen-
sus fun..

Page Two

Each of us has there own reason for be-
coming a genealogist. Some to have a
connection with our ancestors. Many be-
cause they want establish that link with

| royalty because they know that they

descend from Kings and Queens and
the royal court. Boy, are they in fora
surprise.

I, however, have the most purest of rea-
sons. | was dragged kicking and
screaming into genealogy by my wife
who flat told me to do it myself.

Now, 1 try to find a main cause of all of
this madness. And there is not just one.
| had always been mterested i history,
so there is that aspect of how did these
people live duning those historical
times. My daughter just got back from
a trip to Pennsylvania, and | told her
that she had to go to Philadelphia.
Imagine walking into Independence
Hall knowing that the steps you are tak-
ing are the same steps that Thomas Jef-
ferson, George Washington, John Ad-
ams and the rest of the delegates took in
1776. That the spot in that building
that you are standing in is the same spot
that Thomas Jefferson and George
Washington stood to discuss the Decla-
ration Of Independence and what could
happen if they signed it. Walking down
the streets of Philly, realizing that Ben-
jamin Franklin walked the same cobble-
stones on his way to Independence
Hall. Chilling thoughts aren’t they.

So standing in a town or on a farm field
knowing that my ancestors were here
previously and worked this ground with
plow and oxen. Wow, what a connec- _
tion. Entering a church that my gr-gr-
great grandfather worshiped in, could
have sat in that pew and prayed for his
family’s health, for the rain to come
and save his crops, or asked that his
neighbor’s broken arm would heal
right. These feelings, these connec-
tions, realizing that the names on a
piece of paper called a census were liv-
ing breathing individuals not unlike
myself.

Knowing why we are here and where
and who we came from are all good
reasons to do what we do, and why we
do it with such intensity. 1 understand
that no one else in my family is that
interested in what 1s done for a family
genealogy, but someday one of them
will ask and it will be there for them
because of what I do now.

Rick Sheldon
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_ Paula Stuart Warren, CGRS

Have you ever heard the phrase “if;
1sn't fair?” I can hear my mother telling
me that she never said life would be
fair. The lack of fairness applies to
some genealogical records, too. T like
to think about that other phrase, “all
things being equal.” Records we con-
sult in our genealogical research are not
created equally. Neither are the record
repositories. But with some effort, you
can learn about alternative records and
how to interpret those you do find. Be-
ing prepared before you delve into spe-
cific records or visit a library will help
overcome that unfair feeling.

Open Shelves for Browsing

Oh, how I love libraries with open
shelves for browsing. Libraries that
come to mind are the Daughters of the
American Revolution Library in Wash-
ington, D.C., the Wisconsin Historical
Society in Madison, the Allen County
Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana,
and the Family History Library in Salt
Lake City. Of course, there are others
with open shelves. But there are still
many others where most items must be
requested via the staff. Definitely not
created equal. In some cases it is due to
budget or space reasons. For those with
closed stacks, check to see if there is an
online catalog that you can study be-
fore your amrival. For a closed stack
library that you visit often, keep a few
library call-slips handy and fill them
out before your arrival. While waiting
for the books or boxes of material to be
delivered to you, look around the room
to see what general reference books do
appear on open shelves. Many of these
places have current issues of genealogi-
cal and historical periodicals on self-
service racks.

Public Libraries of All Kinds

There are many large and small public
libraries that cater to genealogists or at
least have a specific department that
does. Maybe I should move to Dallas
so I can use the large and well-known
Genealogy Section. I would swing by
the Denver Public Library on my way.

Or maybe I would stop at the Mid-
Continent Public Library in Independ-
ence, Missouri. And if [ really went out
of my way to Dallas, | would head east
to the Allen County Public Library,
How about a detour to the Boston or
New York public libraries? If you live
in one of these cities or ones with simui-
lar good genealogy sections in the pub-
lic library system, you are fortunate,
Don't rule out the library where you
live. You may be surprised at the his-
torical materials that are helpful to ge-
nealogists. For libraries that don't have
an extensive genealogical section,
check to see what you can order via
InterLibrary Loan.

State Repositories of All Kinds

Some state historical societies and li-
braries have tons of books and records
for their own state. Others have a col-
lection that covers a much wider area.
One of my favorites is the Wisconsin
Historical Society. It has an extensive
collection of history and genealogical
publications for all of North America.
Why, you ask? It also functions as the
history library for the University of
Wisconsin. My own home state histori-
cal society, the Minnesota Historical
Society has a wealth of published mate-
rial related to New England. The soci-
ety's founders were New Englanders
who donated their personal libraries
when the society began in 1849 and
continued to contribute for many years.
To find a terrific state-level collection
of historical publications in California,
visit the state library (with locations in
Sacramento and San Francisco). The
collection includes historical materials
from other states. Having publications
related to other states is beneficial for
research projects that often span several
states and counties. Other state level
historical societies and libraries have
little for other states.

Some states house local and state gov-
ernment records in different places
around the state. They are known by
different names including IRADs

(Illinois Regional Archives Deposito-
ries), ARCs (Area Research Centers,
Wisconsin), and in Ohio ONAHR (the
Ohio Network of American History
Research Centers). Generally these
house records related to a group of
counties that are near to the location.
Some of these are on state university
campuses and may also house the uni-
versity archives. Even these are not cre-
ated equal. I like the Illinois ones the
best--mostly because there is an onling
listing of the records each holds via the
INlinois State Archives website (www.
sos.state.il.us). Don't file this info too
far away if your ancestors weren't in
these states; some day you may dis-
cover an ancestor or cousin resided
there.

The Records Themselves

What other unfair things are there in
genealogy? Many of my ancestors mar-
ried in Minnesota. The marriage re-
cords give me the name of the couple,
the date of the license and marriage, the
person who officiated at the wedding,
and the names of the witnesses. Con-
trast that to marriage records post-1877
in Illinois that tell me the number of
marriages for each person, names of
parents, birthplaces, and more. [ have a
1903 Vermont marriage record that
gives occupation, number of marriage,
place of birth, and parents' names.
These are good reasons to search for all
members of the family—in case your
direct ancestors were married in a state
that lacks personal details in the vari-
ous marriage records that were created.
Maybe Uncle Joe's Illinois marriage
license application will contain the elu-
sive maiden name for your great-
grandmaother.

Size of Files
Have you ever requested a file at a
courthouse, archive, or historical soci-
ety and opened the box to find it filled
with files all one-inch thick? Your ex-
citement builds. You check for your
ancestor's file number and find it is the
one that slipped down a bit between the
thick files. Yours is the thinnest one in
the box. Doggone it! Whose ancestral
records are in those thick files? If life
(Continued on page 6)


https://www.print-driver.com/?demolabel-en

VOLUME 25, ISSUE 2

MESA DWELLERS Pogeé

b
Equal Things

(Continued from page 5)

were fair, it would only be the ancestors of

genealogists who have those thick files.

But don't walk away. Remember that other

adage --"Good things come in small pack-
ages.” Your thin file may still give you

some clues for further research. It is impor-

tant to check for all available records, no
matter how thick or thin that file may be.

State Census Records

I wish I had South Dakota ancestry. It has
a state census as late as 1945. That 1s
World War II era and fifteen years later
than the 1930 U.S. Federal Census, which
1s the most recent one opened to public
viewing. That 1945 census has the basic
info also found on the 1930 census but has
a few more helpful items: military service
and which war with state, company, regi-
ment, and division listed; maiden name of
wife; year married; and church affiliation.
Florida has a 1945 census, but it contams
much less detail than that for South Da-

kota. Not equal, but if your ancestors were-

n't in these states, maybe some of the dis-
tant cousins lived there.

Access

In some stateg it is exceedingly tough to
obtain even an older death record. I won't
mention those, but I will mention some
that at least have online indexes and one
with online images! The Arizona death

mdex for 1878-1953 online and images via
the Arizona Department of Health Services

(http://genealogy.az.gov/). For Minnesota

you won't find the death certificate images
online, but at the Minnesota Historical So-
clety website (www.mnhs.org) and at An-
cestry.com indexes can be checked. A

death index covering 1898-1944 for Mary-

land is found online as well (http://
mdvitalrec.net/cfm/index.cfm). It pays to
check back every so often to see what has
been indexed for your ancestral states.

Won't They Be Surprised
Have you ever met a genealogist who is
fairly “new” at this research business and

who is so thrilled because they just found a

website such as Ancestry.com or
FamilySearch.org that gives them one of
their family lines back to the Mayflower?

r maybe they are on their first visit to
e Famly History Library and immedi-

gately find a will that clearly lays out all

the children's names, including the mar-
ried names of the daughters. You really
don't want to burst their bubble, but you
know they won't continue to find such
gems. Records and families are not cre-
ated equal, but you can be an important
part of the future research for these folks
when they come upon a family line that
is more difficult. Encourage them to not
give up, to learn more, and to do more
work to discover more family history
details that await them.

Help Yourself Around the Inequities
Read the guidebooks and listen to ex-
perienced genealogists so that you will
be prepared to find and understand dif-
ferences. The difference might be the
cost of obtaining a record, in access re-
strictions, in record content, in repository
hours, in copy cost, or something else. 1
don't approach a courthouse, library, or
website expecting to find the same won-
derful items or indexes as at the last one.
I will be prepared, though, to be grateful
for whatever family details the records
hold. At least finding a record means it
was not destroyed and that is positive for
a family historian.

Paula Stuart-Warren, CGRS, is a profes-
sional genealogist, consultant, writer,
and lecturer, She has lectured all across
the U.S. and coordinates the Intermedi-
ate Course, American Records & Re-
search at the annual Salt Lake Institute
of Genealogy. She is co-author of Your
Guide to the Family History Library and
an author for genealogical periodicals
including Ancestry Magazine . Sheis a
resident of St, Paul, Minnesota and
spends many weeks each year at the
Family History Library and the U.S. Na-
tional Archives. Her roots include ances-
tors from seven different countries and
researching them has given her broad
experience and an occasional headache
or two,
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August Picnic 2005

The Annual picnic will be held
on August 11, 2005 at Paul and
Marteal Johnson’s home, (S

rrive about
5:30 pm and we will start eating
about 6 pm. This is a pot luck
dinner so be sure you bring ser-
vice for yourself and a covered
dish. Notice will be sent out
closer to August 1 1th.

Tips And Tricks

FIRST NAME SEARCHES
Don't underestimate the value of doing
a first-name-only search on Ancestry.
com for a family member, even if itis a
common name like Elizabeth.
1 wag unable to find my great-great-
grandmother, Elizabeth Stiltz, in
the 1880 New Jersey census for Bur-
lington County, even after doing a
Soundex search. That is, until [ put in
her first name, the name of the county,
and the town i which she likely lived
in the 1880 census. Up came a long list
of people named Elizabeth in the town
with their surnames in alphabetical or-
der. I clicked on the page of hits with
surnames beginning with "S" and came
up with the right Ehizabeth Stiltz. She
was incorrectly indexed as Shltz,
If T don't know the town where a pérson
likely lived, I use the birth year for the
person, allowing for a couple of years
leeway on either side of the year as per-
mitted in the search process—along with
the person's first name, the name of the
state, and the name of the county. Using
this method of listing the birth year
without a town produces an alphabeti-
cal listing of the towns in the county
containing individuals with that particu-
lar first name which may, admittedly,
involve a more intensive time search,
but one which has been well worth it in
my experience.
This method has helped me break
through quite a number of brick walls
involving my census research.

Carl Roache
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